Ⅰ. Introduction
Makyung 1) is a traditional theatre form 2) that incorporates ritual, music, dance, improvised and formal text. Ghulam-Sarwar Yousof, who is Malaysia's leading scholar of this form, states that the origins of this, claimed to be the oldest form of dance theatre in the region, are mired in mystery and folklore. The roots of makyung lie deeply embedded in animism and shamanistic beliefs, and date back to the pre-Islamic period 3) .
Among various theories about its beginnings is that it may have come from a tribe that Much of the initial research and documentation of traditional arts in many colonized nations can be attributed to expatriats. In Kelantan, they were Amin Sweeney 6) , a schol-1) Sometimes spelt Ma' Yang, Mak Yong, Makyong, Mak Yung, Ma'yong or Ma' Yong. This is said to be associated by Ma Hiang, the spriit of rice. 2) In this paper, this theatre form is referred to as traditional, however, the author challenges that understanding of this classification due to its contemporary sensibilities but keeps the nomenclature to avoid confusion and to keep with conventions, at least for now. 
